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RTI()LES \ hard to tell whose policy is whose. Nowhere was that more \

5% THE HERITAGE REPORT - .. japparent than in the intelligence section of the first Man-
’ date. As Jay Peterzell of the Center for National Security
Studies observed, ““Every one of its major proposals is a
I&I]-Other Openlng, restatement of policy papers and legislation produced by
Reagan supporters over the last year and a half” [see

. | Peterzell, “Unleashing the Dogs of McCarthylsm,” ‘The
/Xllothel' ShOWC&SG . Nation, January 1711981] -

2 7. Among the recommendations in that section that have
F th R ht o207 found their way into current law and policy, either wholly or
OI‘ e ].g © " lin part, whether by executive order or legislative enactment,
U R are the exemption of certain Central Intelligence ‘Agency
ELSA DIXLER ' ' files from the Freedom of Information Act, revision of
here they go again. On December 7, ‘the Heritage | Justice Departmen deelmes to perrmt surveillance of radi-
Foundation, a major New Right think tank, re- cal groups that have committed no overt criminal acts,
leased its latest report, Mandate for Leadership II: | stepped-up domestic bugging and wiretapping, increased
Continuing the Conservative Revolution. The first | funding for C.I.A. covert action and “‘the restoration of
Mandate for Leadership was touted as a “blueprint for con- | some Congressional body with similar functions’” to the old
servative government’’ when it appeared just days after the | House Un-American Activities Committee, a role the
1980 election. Filled with recommendations for trimming | Senate’s Security and- Terronsm Subcomrnmce has becn
down government bureaucracy and beefing - ‘up’ defense, Dlaymg in a_desultory way. R
Mandate was the most detailed transition plan ever prepared | * To be sure, the Heritage Foundation preserves its con-
by a group not officially associated with an incoming Presi- | servative purity by cr iticizing Administration short-
dent. Transition team director Edwin Meese 3d, who had | comings—sort of. Its report The First Year, published in
worked behind the scenes with Heritage president Edwin J. | 1982, blamed *‘the Administration’s failure to accomplish
Feulner Jr. for a year, accepted a copy on the evening news, | more’’ on *‘personnel.” Mandate II also has some harsh
and a 1,093-page paperback edition of the twenty-volume | words for the Reagan team. *““Those charged with trans-
report made The Washington Post s best-seller hst for three | portation policy had no vision of a defederalized, market-
weeks in early 1981. oriented transportation policy,” it says. ‘“The Reagan Ad-
A comforting bit of liberal wisdom holds that the influ- | ministration failed to develop a comprehensive plan for
ence of the right in the Reagan Administration is less than - What it wanted to accomplish in agncultural POllCY and
meets the eye. Reagan makes gestures in its direction—sup- fOOd assistance reform.” i
porting constitutional amendments that have no chance of | ~ “The Administration Telies so . hcavxly on the Mandates
passage, sending a right-to-lifer to a world population 2on- | partly because of their clarity and thOfOUghnﬁS The latest
ference—but pragmatic Republican bureaucrats and mem- | ©ne is just under 600 pages long and contains approximately
bers of Congress, as well as the White House staff, hold the | 1,300 specific proposals for the short and the long term. It
" reins. Yet in March 1982 Feulner claimed that the Reagan | examines the functioning of each of the Cabinet depart-
Administration . had adopted 61 percent of  Mandate's ments, as well as Social Security, the budget process, the in- .
recommendations. For all the talk about the Rev: Jerry | telligence community and a number of defense and foreign
Falwell and his Moral Majority, the Heritage Foundation is | policy issues. Underlying it all is a firm belief in free markets
probably the single most important outside influence on this | and an obsession with the Communist threat. That focus
‘Administration—and given the constant flow of its person- | doesn't blur for an instant. -
nel into government, a most important inside one as well. .
There are those who insist that Heritage has inflated its

1

clout by taking credit for legislative achievements thaf * k% k% k % %

would have happened anyway. After all, the Administration °

and the foundation share many assumptions and goals. _ 2 PTEI
Surely social service programs wou]d have been cut without ‘ zXCLIU '

the foundation’s urging.
While that is true, the relationship between the Adminis-
tration and the foundation has been so incestuous that it is |
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